THE  FUTURE IN  EDUCATION

reciprocally; and no man will have either perfectly, who
has not both. The knowledge of the world is only to be
acquired in the world, and not in a closet. Books alone
will never teach it you; but they will suggest many things
to your observation, which might otherwise escape you;
and your own observations upon mankind, when com-
pared with those which you will find in books, will help
you to fix the true point.1

How obviously true that is! Theory and practice illu-
minate each other. We know what Virgil meant by the
word informis when we see the roofs and trees blurred with
snow, but also we appreciate the effect of snow, because
Virgil's eye saw and his pen described it and we have read

Jacet aggeribus niveis informis et alto
Terra gelu.

Because we lived through the Great War, we know what
Thucydides meant when he said thatc war is a hard school-
master which brings men's characters down to the level of
their fortunes'; but also we understand better that effect
of war because we have read Thucydides. Hamlet means
more to us when we have met him in life; but equally we
understand the Hamlets of the world better if we have read
Shakespeare's play. Only when Lear was turned out of his
palace into the pitiless pelting of the storm did he under-
stand the life of his poorer subjects, 'houseless heads and
unfed sides',

Exposed himself to feel what wretches feel.

If he could have read the passage in King Lear, he might
have understood earlier. When we have taught we begin
to see the meaning of books on education; but equally,
when we read the books, the processes of education acquire

1 Letter dated 4 October 1746.